
AFTER THE BELL-NEWSPAPER Issue 1  
 

 

C  

 

Crawfordsville 
Chronicle 

October 
7, 2015 

 

   

OFFICER TAYLOR, MR. ROGERS, MRS. LAIN AND MISS SUTHERLIN POSING WITH “BENTLEY” THE PIG  

 

Have you ever kissed a pig? Well 
there was a big fundraiser here at 
Crawfordsville Middle School. Where 
many teachers were involved 
(Bowling, O’Neal, Lain, Coy, Surber, 
McLean, Elmore, Kincaid, Sutherlin, 
Rogers, Ritzline, Myhre, Mellish, 
Vellner, Alderfer, Officer Taylor, and 
McCarty). This contest took a whole 
lot of people to put on. It was run by 
the group called A-Team. A-Team is 
this big group of students who put on 
a lot of different things for our school. 
A-Team took over the spot of 
C.L.A.S.S from last year.  

There were many teachers that the 
students wanted to see kiss a pig. 
One of those teachers had to drop out 
but didn’t want to at all. Are you glad 
you dropped out? “No,” said Mr. Coy.  
“I was really looking forward to kissing 
the pig, I would made out with the pig 
if I could have!” How did you feel 

being in first? “I was so pumped, 
people really wanted to see me kiss a 
pig!” exclaimed Mr. Coy.   How do you 
feel letting all the students down? “I 
feel AWFUL but then all the money 
goes toward the donations,” said Mr. 
Coy.  As you can tell Mr. Coy feels 
really bad about missing out on this 
big experience. He really wishes that 
he was there and that he was the one 
to kiss the pig. 

 As for a big part of this project 
the people in charge were Mrs. 
Hudson and Ms. Vellner. We decided 
to interview Ms. Vellner. Did you like 
the idea of kissing a pig? “I think in 
many ways this was unique idea.” 
claimed Vellner. What was this 
fundraiser for? “This fundraiser was 
for the Cancer Society.” Do you think 
this was successful? “Yes, although I 
do wish we raised a little bit more 
money than what we really did.” 

exclaimed Vellner. Out of this whole 
thing we ended up raising $177.  

With almost all of the teachers 
involved there were many people who 
wanted certain teachers to win. Out of 
all the teachers who participated, it 
seems that everyone wanted to see 
Miss Sutherlin kiss the pig. Sutherlin 
was the big winner. We asked Miss 
Sutherlin how she felt about kissing 
the pig.  “It’s not that I didn’t want to 
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kiss the pig, it is just that I don’t kiss 
on the first date,” said Sutherlin. 
Would you kiss the pig again if you 
had a chance? “Yes, but I would like 
to play with him first to get to know 
him.” How did you feel knowing that 
everyone wanted to see you kiss the 
pig? “I was very excited!” said 
Sutherlin, “I love animals but, it has 
been a long time since I saw a little 
pig.” 

We asked a member of the A-Team if 
she thought the kids enjoyed this 
experiment. “Yes, I think the kids 
enjoyed and thought it was funny” said 
Megan Simmons.  Could this have 
been better? “Yes, I think we could 
have made some more profits,” said 
Megan. Was it hard getting all of the 
students into the gym and getting 
them to be quiet? “No, not really I 
think it went pretty well.” said Megan. 

The A-Team is hoping to do a 
fundraiser like this again in the future.  
Will we see another teacher kiss a 
pig?  A goat?  A llama?  You will have 
to wait to find out! 

Mystery Teacher 

By Mary Browning 

This teacher has been teaching for 5 
years.  She has taught at Sheridan 
Middle School and Crawfordsville 
Middle School.  She loves math and 
likes to work with kids. Her mom’s 
name is Mrs. Vaught. Her dream was 
to become a math teacher. She loves 
our school and thinks it’s a great 
school. She went to Tuttle Middle 
School and grew up in Crawfordsville. 
She has about 120 students. She is 
married. She has no kids but she has 
2 cats. The cats are both girls and 
their names are Lexi and Aria. If she 
could teach any other subject it would 
be Photography. 

 

 

Miss Sutherlin getting ready to kiss the pig 

 

 

Glitter and Glow Night 
is Coming! 
By Cadence Crane 

 

Listen up Athenians! Mark October 12th 
on your calendars and gather materials to 
make yourself shine and glow.  

At the Spirit Night you get to stay after 

school and Blue Krew will have glitter 

hairspray, glitter tattoos, glow sticks, and 

all kinds of materials to make you sparkle. 

You can even play dodgeball if glitter isn’t 

your thing.  Then we will take the bus out 

to the high school and watch the 

Athenians beat the Chargers, I hope. For 

$1 you can eat dinner (hot dogs, chips, 

and a drink). Blue Krew will go out onto 

the field at half-time and recognize all the 

fall sports teams. Also at the game there 

is going to be a cheer battle between the 

teachers and the students. This Spirit 

Night is going to be awesome. If you have 

any questions about night ask Mrs. Haas 

or Mrs. Streetman. 
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Book Fair Blowout 
By Cooper Reed 

Mrs. VanHorn had a goal of making 
2,500 dollars. She made it, so she 
gets 30% of free product for the 
library. Her first year, she only had 
one book fair, that was in the fall, but 
she almost didn’t make her goal. 
That’s why she has two book fairs a 
year. 

Mrs. VanHorn has noticed that some 
of the expensive books tend to sell 
worse than the cheaper ones, so 
people usually avoid them. But one 
book, The Maze Runner: Scorch 
Trials (pictured here), is one of the 
more expensive books.            

 

 Mrs. VanHorn has read a few books 
in the fair this year, and she has some 
recommendations. “I’ve read “Body in 
the Woods, The Maze Runner Scorch 
Trials, and my favorite, The Swap.”  

Some of the bestselling books were 
The Maze Runner Scorch Trials, and 
The Night Divided.  Speaking of 
selling, according to Mrs. VanHorn, 
students have bought more 
accessories, such as pens and 
erasers, rather than books 
themselves. And, speaking of Maze 
Runner, that’s the most favorite book 
Mrs. VanHorn has sold.   

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wallpaperup.com/uploads/wallpapers/2015/05/27/700878/abb9eb6352e07a469b7448b136ab24b9.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.wallpaperup.com/700878/MAZE_RUNNER_Scorch_Trials_action_adventure_mystery_sci-fi_fantasy_1mrst_poster.html&h=2720&w=1920&tbnid=MbFlYXT288zS6M:&docid=QevTOuC1hQT2YM&ei=RLD6VbW8I8qcyASVyqqYDg&tbm=isch&ved=0CB0QMygaMBo4ZGoVChMIte6JoYf-xwIVSg6SCh0VpQrj
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The Vanity is ripe 
with James and 
the Giant Peach!    

By Elizabeth Bowling  

Ever dreamed of adventure? Ever 
dreamed of magic? Then James and the 
Giant Peach is the show for you! Join 
James Henry Trotter (Thomas Bowling), a 
young boy who goes to live with his mean 
and awful Aunt Spiker (Leah Wolf) and 
his mean and awful Aunt Sponge (Gracie 
Hutchinson). When James finds a giant 
peach and makes friends with a colossal 
centipede, (Isabella De Assis Wilson) a 
wise old green grasshopper, (Jesse 
Watson) a sassy ladybug (Izabella 
Wilson), a sweet and caring spider (Stella 
Snook), a pessimistic earthworm (Carrie 
Pool) and a glowworm (Beth Turner), the 
adventure really takes off! James and the 
Giant Peach was written as a book in 

1961 by Roald Dahl, the author of 
classics such as Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Matilda, and The 
BFG, among others. It was later turned 
into a play by Richard R. George. 
Thomas Bowling, who plays James, has 
been acting for 3 years. “My favorite part 
of doing James and the Giant Peach is 
meeting all the new people and making 
new friends,” says Bowling. When 
Director Rolf Samuelson was asked what 
he thought the best part of James and the 
Giant Peach was, “Getting to work with 43 
great kids,” was his answer. Other 
members of cast include Harmon Hann 
and Miranda Crowe as James’s Mother 
and Father, Drew Turner as the 
Mysterious Old Man, Anne Clark, 
Elizabeth Bowling, and Jessica Bradley 
as the Narrators, Aidan Jones as the 
Captain of the Queen Mary, and Terran 
McCarty and Jaycee Farris as his officers, 
The rest of the cast is: Sarah Stacey, 
Kennedy Sanders, Desiree Schriber, 
Emma Pyle, Annabel Cain, Katy Grace 
Whitecotton, Lydia LaChance, Mackenzie 
Combs, Taylor Hudson, Kandice 

Schriber, Caroline Bowling, Paige 
Hudson, Emma Buser, Emma Williamson, 
Corbin VanScoyoc, Aidan Stephenson, 
MaKayla Whitecotton, Audrey Cane, Ben 
Church, Brayden Sledge, Haze Kashon, 
Edwin Burris, Coleman Burris, and 
Graeme Mason. The show is produced by 
Cindy Turner, and is being directed by 
Rolf Samuelson. You can see the show at 
7:30 on Friday, October 16, Saturday, 
October 17, Friday, October 23, and 
Saturday, October 24, and at 2:00 on 
Sunday, October 18, and Sunday, 
October 25, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Spotlight-Mrs. Mellish 

 
 

Just the other day my friend (Savanna Mattox) and I (Keirstyn 
Gibson) interviewed Mrs.  Mellish. We wanted to get to know 
her a little bit better.  This is what we found out.  
 

First, we asked her about her favorite food to eat.  She said, 
“Chicken pot pie.”  Next, we asked her about what she likes to 
do during her free time?  Mrs. Mellish said, “Hang out with 
friends.” We decided to find out more about how Mrs. Mellish 
feels about being a math teacher? She told us ‘It’s a very 
special job.” Also, we asked if you counted how many days you 
have been teaching, how many would you have?  She said “22 

years and 4 ½ weeks” and I converted that to 8,040 days. Why 
are you math teacher? “It’s a very special job for kids to learn 
math.” 

 We wanted to know some more personal details about Mrs. 
Mellish’s life outside of school  We found out that her favorite 
book is The Help and her favorite animal is a dog!  She has one 
dog, named Daisy. 

Mrs. Mellish is married and has two grown sons.  When we 
asked Mrs. Mellish if she likes Mrs. Lain, she said “Yes, we are 
very good friends.” 

Mrs. Mellish is a 6th, advanced 6th, and a 7th grade teacher!  
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Teacher Spotlight-Mr. Utterback 

I think Mr. Utterback will whistle his way to success! 

I caught up with this speedy and much too caffeinated teacher 
to do an exclusive interview on his life in and out of 

Crawfordsville Middle School! 

By: Sydney Spencer 

Q1: What are your favorite things about Crawfordsville Middle 
School? 

Mr. Utterback: The students and being in the brand new 
building! 

Q2: Where did you go to college? 

Mr. Utterback: St. Norbert College in De Pere, Wisconsin 

Q3: What is your best accomplishment? 

Mr. Utterback said this was a hard one, maybe the hardest one 
of the interview but I think you will be impressed with his 
answer! He said his best accomplishment was “Building an 
entire water system for his village and school in Malawi, Africa!” 

Q4: Favorite Animal? 

Mr. Utterback: Koala 

Q5: Favorite Sport?  

Mr. Utterback: Tennis 

Q6: Favorite Song? 

Mr. Utterback: Adagio in G Organ and String By: James 
Albinaini  

Well that’s not it from this wonderful teacher he also wants 
everyone to know his thoughts on driving cars instead of riding 
bikes or walking! He told Crawfordsville Chronical that he 
“Hates having to drive a car, he wishes that he could ride his 
bike everywhere…” Be sure you are on the lookout you might 
even see him ride! He also wants us to know that he is a train 
expert and loves any kind of trains! He said he hopes to get 
together with Mrs. Lain (Oh My This Could Get Interesting) and 
together they will build the first Christmas train in his classroom! 
We can’t wait to see that train!! 

Well as my interview comes to a close, I think CMS has landed 
itself a very interesting, awesome and wonderful Language Arts 
Teacher!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

THERE’S A NEW SHORT STORY 

CONTEST CRAWLING INTO CMS! 
BY ELIZABETH BOWLING 

 

I may only be nine, but I sometimes notice things my mom 
doesn’t….. That’s how the Lafayette Journal and Courier’s short 
story contest begins this year. It’s hard not to notice it. There’s a 
poster up by the library, it’s on the announcements at Lunch, 
and I’m sure it’s up on the board in all the Language Arts 
classrooms.  

 Mrs. VanHorn brought the short story to the contest. 

Here is how she says she found out about the story. “I live in 

Lafayette, and I’ve always promoted it [the short story contest] 
here at school.”  

 The rules of the contest are simply. You have to finish 
the prompt the Lafayette Journal Review and Courier put out. 
The story cannot be more than 2 pages, and it must be typed 
double-spaced. You must have your contest to Mrs. VanHorn in 
the library by Tuesday, October 15.  

 This is an annual contest, but each year it is a different 
story. 

 

 



AFTER THE BELL-NEWSPAPER | Issue 1   5 

 

 

POETRY CORNER 

  

               Autumn Leaves 

 

People are like leaves  

We all do our best to fit in and look the same 

With a solid, tedious color 

But soon we have to realize that we can’t stay like that forever 

Because being something we’re not does nothing but hurt us 

So only when we drop the act 

And let our true colors shine through 

Do we begin to feel more at home with ourselves 

And have you noticed 

When you look into the woods 

And see an abundance of different colors 

How spectacular it all looks? 

Imagine how spectacular we would all be 

If only we let our true colors shine through 

By Gracie Hutchison 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Am Fire by Sarah Stacey 

I flicker in the wind, sending little spurts of ashes floating 

peacefully to the ground, until they get inches from the earth, their 

fiery-red color vanishing into the grass. I am fire. 

I flare up as the wind rushes past me. More little flames burst into 

the air, delivering small shockwaves of heat flowing through the 

nature of the world. I am fire. 

My tiny ashes sail to the ground, layering the dirt in thin, warm 

blankets. I am fire. 

I spread across the forest, my flames eating everything up in sight. 

I crackle and pop as the wind passes through me, my deadly 

smoke trailing shortly behind. I am fire. 

Finally, I lick the top of the fireplace. I swallow the wood 

underneath me as I grow bigger and bigger, my warmth exploding 

through the house. I am fire. 
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Adjusting to the New School 

 

By Amelia Junkins 

The new school is bringing lots of changes to both academics 
and athletics. I talked to some teachers and students to see 
what they think about our new school.  I interviewed Mrs. 
Chapman and asked her what she thought of the new school 
and if the changes affected her.  She told me she loved the 
brightness of all the rooms and how everything was extremely 
clean, even though she says she practically has to use roller 
skates to get around because the building is so big.  I then 
talked to new teacher, Mr. Thompson.  He said that he loved 
how great the school looked and how polite the students are 
(not including numerous annoying students).  Finally, Mrs. 
Fights said that she liked the mirrors in her room because it 
really helps with the dancing they do.  

I tried to interview some sixth graders but ultimately got very 
vague answers such as “I like middle school”, so I will just go 

with writing the general answers. Overall the middle school’s 
food is better than Hoover’s.  All of the teachers are super 
awesome, not to mention that we hardly have any home work. 

Finally, the two eighth graders I interviewed were Mariel Oshel 
and Gracie Hutchison.  Mariel told me that the old lockers were 
filled with mold and were super gross and everything was falling 
apart. Several other anonymous sources tell me that pieces 
from the ceiling would fall off and the whole place was a wreck. 
Gracie Hutchison said that a piece of the ceiling fell off and it hit 
a girl on the head. The lockers she says really stunk and pretty 
much what everyone else said about the disgusting lockers.  I 
hope you enjoyed this article, and appreciate your school! 

 

Book Review 

By Cadence Crane 

Killer 
Written by:  Sara Shepard 

Are the girls lying? ... 

The book begins when Spencer, 
Emily, Aria, and Hanna find Ian’s body 
in the woods behind Spencer’s on the 
night of the banquet. But when they 
went to get the police the body 
vanished without a trace. Spencer 
meets up with who she thinks is her 
biological mother Oliva Cadwell and 
then Oliva takes all of Spencer’s 
college savings from her account. Aria 
moves to her father’s and 
stepmother’s house in Old Hollis 
because of her mother’s boyfriend 
Xavier. But they still have A notes 
coming at them. Hanna thought her 
stepsister Kate had her back but then 
backstabbed her and got Hanna 
grounded. And poor, sweet, little Emily 

is the worst of them all. She can’t 
keep her mind off her boyfriend’s 
mother and when she tells Isaac that 
his mom is a psychopath and Isaac 
breaks up with her. But A can make 
this all worse and that is what A will 
do. She lights the woods on fire and 
tries to kill them. Will this A ever be 
figured out? 

 My favorite part of the book 
was when Spencer met up with Oliva 
in New York City. Things got a little 
suspicious because Oliva wouldn’t let 
Spencer see her apartment. Oliva was 
leaving for Paris right away and she 
left Spencer with her accordion folder 
full of financial papers and a real 
estate card and Spencer used that 
card to try to get an apartment close 
to Oliva. But then she got ripped off by 
Oliva. Andrew tried telling Spencer 
that she was moving a little too fast 
and she had to slow down to think 
about what she was going to do 
before she got hurt but she didn’t 
listen and she got hurt in the process. 
She lost all of her college savings. 
Andrew told her but she just didn’t 

listen because her excitement got the 
best of her. 

 I would recommend this book 
to anyone who started reading the 
Pretty Little Liars series and/or likes 
drama and/or mystery. I hope you 
guys like the book and the series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://alloyentertainment.com/books/pretty-little-liars/killer/&psig=AFQjCNGiEeGuoQlTbFqpzv0UWov9NCV38Q&ust=1443193834396085
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Game Review 

By Cooper Reed 

“Who is Rosalina?” 

Ever since Super Mario Galaxy, Rosalina, 
a mysterious galaxy jumper, has been 
seen in two Smash Bros. games, and 
three Mario Karts. But a question is at 
hand. Who IS Rosalina? Well, you’re 
about to find out. 

 

 

As some of us know, in Super Mario 
Galaxy, Rosalina reads a story to those 
little stars, and in it, it shows a picture of 
Peach. It doesn’t say it’s Peach, but with 
those giant blue earrings, the long jagged 
hair, it’s definitely Peach. Rosalina said it 
was her mom that she was describing. 
This leads us to believe that PEACH is 
Rosalina’s mother. 

 Also, when she looks through 
the telescope in the storybook, you see a 
three spired castle, similar to Peach’s. 

 If you don’t believe me, I don’t 
blame you. So, I’m going to prove it to 
you through the power of…Genetics!
  

 If you look closely, you see 
Rosalina has attached earlobes, and so 
do Peach and Mario. Rosalina also has 
bright blue eyes. Peach has them too. So 
does Mario. See, this is all coming 
together.  

  In Super Smash Bros., you can 
see Rosalina holds her wand with her left 

hand. But, Mario is right-handed, as you 
can see in Mario sports, like baseball, and 
golf, and that leaves Peach. Peach, is 
actually AMBIDEXTROUS! That means 
she’s as good with her left as he is with 
her right. She plays baseball with her right 
hand, but golfs with her left. If that doesn’t 
make you believe, I know what will. The 
setting. 

 In the storybook, you see the 
castle and a single tree with flowers on a 
stargazing hill. The colors of the flowers 
were purple, white, and yellow. When you 
play in the beginning of Galaxy, you run 
up a HILL, with FLOWERS lining the 
path. The flowers were PURPLE, WHITE, 
and YELLOW! If you STILL don’t believe 
me, you have some serious trust issues. 

 Anyway, that leaves the tree on 
the hill. I watched lots of videos searching 
for it. And I did…not…find it. I know what 
you’re saying, ha ha! You were wrong. Ha 
ha! Well, maybe not, because at the very 
end of the game, a sweeping camera 
shot covered the whole mushroom 
kingdom. And on top of a hill, I saw, a 
single tree that Rosalina’s mom is buried 
under. 

 But, there are still a few 
questions. How can Peach be Rosalina’s 
mom, but Rosalina’s mom is dead and 
buried? And how can Rosalina look the 
same age as Peach? 

 All this is about to be explained. 
Near the end of Galaxy, everything gets 
sucked into a black hole, destroying 
everything. The little stars sacrifice 
themselves to create another galaxy. 
Then, Rosalina explained to Mario that 
this was all part of the galaxy cycle, and 
life will go on as usual, but with little 
changes. See, Peach is Rosalina’s mom 
from a previous galaxy. Peach being alive 
in this galaxy was the small change. 

 But what about the little age 
difference between Rosalina and Peach? 
And how can Rosalina return every 100 
years when she is a normal human with a 
normal lifespan? Well, in 1905, Albert 
Einstein created the theory of relativity. 
The theory includes something called 
Time Dilation. It means the faster you go, 

the slower time goes. And Rosalina’s ship 
travels at speeds approaching the speed 
of light. After some calculating, I 
concluded that 1 year on her ship equals 
100 years on Earth. 

 But I’m sure there are some 
people out there that STILL don’t believe 
me. Well. Yoshiaki Koizumi, the director 
of super Mario galaxy, said that it was 
intended for Peach and Rosalina to be 
related. 

 But still, I’m looking for more 
evidence. So, I went and watched videos 
of the French version, and through the 
power of google translate, it said, “I will 
return to my home and sit on my father’s 
lap, and stoke his mustache.” And that 
proves that Mario is Rosalina’s father. 

 Some of you may say that Luigi 
has a mustache too, but… wait, no! It 
can’t be! Luigi is Rosalina’s father! The 
mustache, he’s left-handed, which 
doubles the chance of Rosalina being 
left-handed, the attached earlobe, and 
Luigi is much taller than Mario, and 
Rosalina is tall as well. Also, Rosalina 
was looking through a telescope in the 
storybook. Mario is never associated with 
a telescope. But in Luigi’s haunted 
mansion, Mario inherited one. 

 I have proven who Rosalina is. 
Join me next time when I prove which 

color is better: Blue or Red? 
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Is Rock and Roll Finally Done 
For?   

By Sarah Stacey 

 Is rock and roll finally dead? I 
know most girls listen to pop, rap, or 
hip hop, but some don’t; like me! Most 
of the other girls who don’t like rap, 
pop, or hip hop might listen to rock. 
But because those other categories 
are overflowing the environment, a 
question has come across my path: Is 
rock and roll finished? 

  

 

 

Comics 

By Logan Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some kids wear shirts with Slipknot on 
them, Misfits, of Mice and Men, or Fall 
out Boy, but those kids are mainly 
guys. My point is; in the future, I’m 
afraid that rock and roll and heavy 
metal will barely exist and only a few 
hundred people will actually listen to it 
out of however many people there is 
in the future. I will definitely be one of 
those people. 

 So what do you think? Do you 
think that rock and roll is dead, or do 
you think it barely even exists now?  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

OPINIONS 
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